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Living Machine Series: Robot 21

Living Machine Series: Robot 25

THESEGRAPHITEILLUSTRATIONSdepictsemi-organicmachinecreaturessituatedin post-humanor perhaps
alien landscapes,and are part of a largerseriesentitled �^�d�Z��Living�D�����Z�]�v���•�_. Thedrawingsexplore
the conceptsof open-endedevolutionandautonomousmachine-environmentinteractionby presenting
somewhatfanciful imaginingsof what artificial self-evolvingcreaturesmight look like at somepoint in
the very distant future. Theillustrationsmight be characterizedby the phrase�^�>�]�(��as it could�����U�_the
catchphrasefrom earlyALifeconferencesshepherdedby ChristopherLangton.

Themachinecreaturesappearasthough they were not designedor built by humans,but rather grown
or self-assembledin somemanner. Perhapsdistant ancestorsof thesemachineswere constructedby
humansor other organicbeings,but now they areself-propagating,buildingandrebuildingthemselves,
andbuildingtheir own offspring.

The illustration Robot 21 depicts severalconceptsfrom the field of Artificial Life, but indirectly and
perhapsin a visceralway, rather than an analyticalway. Thepicture is intended to give the viewer a
glimpseof what it might feel like to look upona fully autonomousself-motivatedevolvingmachine. The
machinecreaturein the drawingmight beconsiderednon-anthropomorphic, havingno familiarhuman

or animalvisage. It is madeup of variouscomponentsthat havesimilarities,but which are not exact
copies,hencegivingthe sensethat the creature,althoughembodyingsomelevelof modularity,wasnot
designedor madein a factory. Its purposefor existence�t beyondexistenceitself �t is not exactlyclear
to the outsideobserver. It isnot a machinedesignedfor anyobviousexplicithuman-imposedpurpose.

Evolvingand adaptingmachinesmight blur the lines between biologicalcategoriesand concepts. In
Robot25, machineand biologicalentities are blendedso that it is not clear if the agentsare sessile
plant-likecreatures,or, rather,aremoreautonomousanimal-likemachines.

Theseworks are intended to presentconceptsfrom the field of Artificial Life in a graphicformat that
doesnot rely on anyparticularexpertisein the viewer,not evenan awarenessthat there is sucha field
of research. In this sense,they are meant for a verybroadaudience. Illustrationsfrom this serieshave
been usedin popular and technicalpresentations,includingKeith ���}�Á�v�]�v�P�[�•TEDtalk on Evolutionary
Computation,Gray�^���}�š�š�[�•recentkeynotepresentationat the 2014World FutureSocietyConference,as
well asother academicandpopularpresentationson EvolutionaryRoboticsandArtificial Life. Robot25
receiveda first placeawardat a recentNationalArtsProgramexhibitionat the Universityof Arizonaand
hasalsobeenshownat the TucsonMuseumof Art. Also,a recentdrawingfrom this seriesappearedin
the July/August2014issueof the FuturistMagazine.


