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THESESRAPHITELUSTRATIONSpict semtorganicmachinecreaturessituatedin posthumanor perhaps
alien landscapesand are part of a largerseriesentitled *d 4.iving D Z]v. eThedrawingsexplore
the conceptsof openendedevolutionand autonomousmachineenvironmentinteractionby presenting
somewhatfanciful imaginingsof what artificial seltevolvingcreaturesmight look like at somepoint in

the very distant future. Thelillustrationsmight be characterizedoy the phrase » > |&sit could Uthe

catchphrasefrom early ALifeconferenceshepherdedoy ChristopheilLangton

Themachinecreaturesappearasthoughthey were not designedor built by humans,but rather grown
or selfassembledn somemanner Perhapsdistant ancestorsof these machineswere constructedby
humansor other organicbeings,but now they are seltpropagating buildingand rebuildingthemselves,
andbuildingtheir own offspring

The illustration Robot 21 depicts severalconceptsfrom the field of Artificial Life, but indirectly and
perhapsin a visceralway, rather than an analyticalway. The picture is intendedto give the viewer a
glimpseof what it might feel like to look upon a fully autonomousselfmotivated evolvingmachine The
machinecreaturein the drawingmight be considerednon-anthropomorphi¢ havingno familiarhuman

Living Machine Serie®Robot 21
Living Machine Serie&obot 25

or animalvisage It iIs made up of variouscomponentsthat have similarities,but which are not exact
copies,hencegivingthe sensethat the creature,althoughembodyingsomelevel of modularity, wasnot
designedor madein a factory. Its purposefor existencet beyondexistenceitself t is not exactlyclear
to the outsideobserver It iIsnot amachinedesignedor anyobviousexplicithumanimposedpurpose

Evolvingand adaptingmachinesmight blur the lines between biologicalcategoriesand concepts In
Robot25, machineand biologicalentities are blendedso that it Is not clear If the agentsare sessile
plant-like creatures or, rather, are more autonomousanimatliike machines

Theseworks are intended to presentconceptsfrom the field of Artificial Life in a graphicformat that
doesnot rely on any particularexpertisein the viewer, not evenan awarenesghat there is sucha field
of research Inthis sensethey are meantfor a verybroadaudience lllustrationsfrom this serieshave
beenusedin popular and technicalpresentations,ncludingKeith } A v]v A EDtalk on Evolutionary
Computation,Gray * } S sdeentkeynotepresentationat the 2014 World Future SocietyConferenceas
well asother academicand popularpresentationson EvolutionaryRoboticsand Artificial Life. Robot25
recelveda first placeawardat a recentNationalArts Programexhibitionat the Universityof Arizonaand
hasalsobeenshownat the TucsonMuseumof Art. Also,arecentdrawingfrom this seriesappearedin
the July/Augus®014issueof the FuturistMagazine
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